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Małopolska Region

 Population of 3.4 million
– 4th largest in Poland

 Area of 15,108 km2

– 12th largest in Poland

 The most popular tourist
area in Poland, 
14 million tourists per year
(with 3 million foreigners)



Air quality in Małopolska Region

 36 out of 50 most polluted 
cities in the EU are in Poland and 
9 of them in the Małopolska.

 98% of residents live in areas 
where WHO standards for PM2.5 
and benzo(a)pyrene are 
exceeded.

 The main cause of air pollution is 
emission from inefficient old 
boilers that use solid fuels –
mostly coal.

 In Malopolska about 500,000
solid fuel boilers are used.



Air quality in Małopolska Region



LIFE Integrated Project

 The main objective is to accelerate 
the implementation of “Air Quality 
Plan for the Małopolska Region” 
and to improve air quality.

 Raising awareness of residents
and changing their behaviour.

 Cooperation with stakeholders.

 Budget: €16.8M

 Duration: Oct 2015 – Dec 2023



 The full implementation of the 
Malopolska Air Quality Plan, which 
will result in emission reduction 
to permissible levels.

 The effective use of available EU and 
national funds aimed at improving air 
quality.

 Actions are focused on the change 
of behavior and raise awareness 
of residents, cooperation with 
stakeholders, NGOs.

GOALS of LIFE Integrated Project 

“Implementation of Air Quality Plan for Małopolska
Region – Małopolska in a healthy atmosphere”



Małopolska Region 
(coordinator) 

62 municipalities 
including Kraków

Silesian Region

Krakow Smog Alert (NGO)

Polish National Energy 
Conservation Agency

Ministry of the Environment 
of the Czech Republic

Slovak Hydrometeorological
Institute

VITO NV Institute from 
Belgium

69 partners of the project



Anti-smog resolution for Krakow

 Anti-smog resolution for Krakow was 

adopted in January 2016.

 From 1 September 2019 in Krakow

is effective total ban on using solid 

fuels (coal and wood) in boilers and 

space heaters.

https://powietrze.malopolska.pl/en/anti-smog-resolution



Anti-smog resolution for Malopolska

 Adopted in January 2017. Effective 

from 1 July 2017.

 Ban on using new solid fuel boilers 

or space heaters (e.g. fireplaces) 

which do not comply with ecodesign

emission standards. 

 Ban on burning coal sludge or wood 

with moisture content above 20%. 

 New boilers have to be equipped with 

automatic fuel feeding, the use of 

an emergency grate is prohibited.

https://powietrze.malopolska.pl/en/anti-smog-resolution



Anti-smog resolution for Malopolska

 All existing boilers in Malopolska which 

do not comply with class 3 (EN 303-

5:2012) have to be replaced until 

31 December 2022 and boilers class 3 

and class 4 until 31 December 2026.

 Space heaters with thermal efficiency 

below 80% have to be replaced until 

31 December 2022 or equipped in 

electro-filter.

https://powietrze.malopolska.pl/en/anti-smog-resolution



Anti-smog resolutions in Poland

 Currently 11 regions in Poland 

adopted anti-smog resolutions.

 Three other regions are working on 

their own resolutions.

Adopted anti-smog resolutions

Work in progress



67 Eco-managers in 62 municipalities

Organization of 4,933 meetings
with a total of 314,743 participants.

Eco-managers



 Thermal imaging surveys for
2,863 private and public 
buildings.

 Counteracting energy poverty

Eco-managers



 5 652 controls on 
waste incineration and 
on the compliance with 
the requirements of 
anti-smog resolutions.



Help and advice for 536 796 residents

(in the office, site visits)

What they offer?

 help to find funding for boiler replacement

 advise what heating system to install

 help to complete applications



Workshops in schools

 A total of 1,400 lectures and 
educational contests in 
schools involving 73 972
children.

 More than 1 000 000 
distributed educational
materials



 Leaflets

 Banner

 Poster

 Newspaper

Our websides

powietrze.malopolska.pl 

and smog.edu.pl

Materials used in municipalities



Działania Ekodoradców 



Guidebook
dedicated to city 

guards and 
inspectors. 

How to control 
boilers and solid 

fuels?

How to detect 
burning rubbish?



Instructional video

How to detect burning rubbish?



Competence Center

Workshops

 Conferencess

Meetings

 Trainings

 For officials and city
guards



Improving air quality

The average concentration of PM10 during winter months (October-
March) decreased between season 2014-2015 and 2018-2019 in 
Małopolska by 19%, and in Kraków by 34%.

Reduction of PM10 concentration between the season 2018-2019 
and 2019-2020 is already additional 10%.



Improving air quality in Krakow



Inflow of PM emissions to Krakow
(video)



 1% of the budget for activities:

 Elimination of inefficient devices based on solid 
fuels,

 Environmental education for inhabitants,

 Eco-manager in every commune

 Thermo-modernization of buildings and support of 
energy efficient buildings,

 New emissions reporting system (industry)

 Expansion and modernization of municipal heating 
network and gas distribution networks to connect 
new users, 

 Reduction of emissions from transport and 
industry,

 Purchase of green energy

 Inventory of energy sources

New Air Quality Plan 



Climate priorities

Regional Action Plan for Climate and 
Energy,

START: Technical Assistance for Coal 
Regions in Transition,

LIFE IP 2019 on Climate Actions to 
support low carbon transformation,

Regional Operational Programme 2021-
2027 – priority on RES and energy 
efficiency.



Thank You!

LIFE-IP MALOPOLSKA

https://powietrze.malopolska.pl/en


